. Merry and Wiſe. 
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(COME hither my dutiful fon, + 
And take this good council by vue, 
All folly endeavour to ſhun, | 
So that you may proſperous be; 
Likewiſe in the courſe of your life, 

And ſoon you to riches may riſe, 

There is a goed name in this law, 

For thoſe that are merry and wiſe, | 


© Chooſe not for a great many pence, 


Amongſt the fine gaudy and gay, 

For a woman well finiſh'd in ſenſe, 

Is fifty times better than they; 
The one, with her inſolent pride, 
Will perhaps your good council Kr 
The other will draw by your ſide, 
It is good to be merry and wiſe, —© 


You muſt both draw in one yoke, | 
One heart, one mind, otle purſe, 
Each other ne'er ſtrive to provoke, 
Leſt your bleſſing ſhould turn to a curſe; 
Zut if ſhe conſufts for the beſt, 

Pray don't her good council deſpiſe, 
Then Iwill conclude with this, 
It is good to be merry and wiſe. 


I have been a good father to th ee, 

And ſo I will be to thy wife, 
here's nothi: g in me ſhall be wanting 
he longeſt day af my life; 

If thou ik but mind what's amiſs, 

And not my good council deſpiſe, 
Then 7 will conclude with this, 

- It i is — to be merry and wiſe. 


Cs bononr'd father, ks cries, 
1 thank you for all your advice, . 
I will make your good council my guide, 
And fly from the follies of vice; 
Pour me ſhall not be in vain, 
In folly no longer, I'll run, 

I will labour and ſtudy to gain 


